A   BILL   OF   IMPEACHMENT
you all: then I assure myself you would reassume me to your good opinions.' The charge that he was willing to countenance Papacy, nay, even to turn Roman Catholic, after the fashion of his mother, he refuted by referring them to the occasions in Spain when tempting offers were made to him, would he but consent to be converted, all of which he refused. 'If I would have converted myself I might have had the Infanta to put in my master's bed/ Apparently Buckingham honestly felt that he had acted according to good counsel in the recent disastrous undertakings. Unfortunately for him, the partisan nature of the War Council had rendered its support negligible in the opinions of the Houses. Let us listen for a moment to the Duke's own opinion of the responsibility for the miserable failure at Cadiz:
CI was most careful to advise the King to have his Council with him, being to enter War with an active King. I did diligently wait upon the Council, left all recreations, all personal occasions, studying to serve my master and gain the good opinion of both Houses. The Council of Woodstock generally advised the going out of the fleet: and though it were objected that the season were not fit, yet the action showed the contrary, for they all arrived in safety. And for what was also objected, that the provision was not good, experience tells you the contrary, for the preparations were all good in quality and proportion.5
Sir John Eliot, who had seen the miserable, half-starved, wholly untrained crews set out in their badly patched ships, must have seethed with indignation at this last statement. Perhaps, since the Duke was away at the time the expedition started, and had not had time to give the preparations his undivided attention, he honestly believed these preparations to have been better than they were. This is giving him the benefit of the doubt. For had he read any of the numerous
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